
 

 
 

 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
ARANA CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB 

18 March 2003 
 
The meeting was convened at 9:05 am with 84 
members present and 24 apologies received. 
 The agenda was followed as per the papers 
that everyone received with no changes. All 
reports were received and accepted. The delay in 
regard to the financial report being audited was 
explained and every attempt will be made to 
guarantee that it will not happen again. Peter 
Nottingham was again appointed auditor. 
 The Executive Committee was presented and 
unanimously re-elected for another year. There 
were some changes made to the Committee 
members. Pam Horton has left the Committee and 
Tony Agar has joined and assumed the duties of 
Assistant Treasurer. Peter French chose not to run, 
and Ray Cowie has filled this vacancy. 
 Other changes to the Special Appointment 
Positions are: Julie Cutmore taking over as 
Provedore replacing Ann Fursman who has done 
this very difficult and demanding job for many 
years. Carol Wilson has volunteered to take over 
as Partner Contact. Betty Willson has handled this 
position for as long as I can remember. We all 
thank her for doing an outstanding job, that can be 
very thankless and difficult. Liz Marshall has had 
to resign her position in charge of Publicity and 
this spot remains vacant.  
 Pam Horton was unanimously admitted as an 
Honorary Life Member for meritorious service to 
the association. 
 Next the motion to restrict the term of 
President to three years was presented. There was 
some lively discussion on the subject and some 
concern expressed that it could be a constitutional 
issue. When presented for a vote it was defeated. 
 The meeting was closed at 10 am. 

An Open Letter to the Membership: 
 

Dear Fellow “ARANIANS” 
 
I would like to thank all the members for 
bestowing “A LIFE MEMBERSHIP” upon me. 
 

Our club started out as a learning centre for 
Bridge Players and in the very early days I was 
extremely lucky to be able to work with Judy 
Valentine and the new students. To learn to set 
up movements, to score, to direct and anything 
else that I could learn about this great “Game” we 
play. While working on different committees 
over the years and with members at congresses 
and parties, etc. I have made many lasting 
friendships, in a club that today has earned the 
well deserved title of the “Friendly Club”. 
 

I am honoured to think that you would present 
this award to me, for doing something that I have 
enjoyed so much. Thanks to Vonnie, Deborah, 
Jenny and Liz for their nomination and to all you 
members for supporting their motion. 
 

I am deeply touched by this acknowledgment. 
 

Many thanks to you all. 
 

Pam Horton 

 
 

FOREST PLACE DAY  

7 APRIL 2003 
 
A good turn out of 16½ tables gathered to compete 
for the prizes offered by Forest Place Retirement 
Villages. Their representative Megan Lynch, gave 
a welcome and greeting from Forest Place and 
handed out the prizes. 
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Gross Prize-winners were: 
First Place N/S – Jenny Lewis and Ailsa Smith 
Second Place N/S – Mary Craig and Ken Hooper 
First Place E/W – Arthur Pomery and Alan Rae 
Second Place E/W – Mary Gillies and Colin 
 Anderson 
 
Handicap Winners were: 
First Place N/S – Judith Homan and Irena Hall 
Second Place N/S – Mary and David Backstrom  
First Place E/W – Peter Van Eden and Peggy 

Whittaker 
Second Place E/W – Roslyn Akers and Mary 

Staley 
 
Congratulations to all! 
 

CLASSES 
 
To improve your play a follow-up 4 week course 
based on the DIAMOND SERIES by AUDREY  
GRANT  
The course will be conducted by Lorraine 
Fredericks 
 
MONDAY NIGHT at 7.30 pm  
12th MAY 2003 – Watching out for Entries 
19th MAY 2003 – Watching out for the Opponents 
26th MAY 2003 – Managing the Trump Suit 
2nd JUNE 2003 – Putting it all Together 
 
WEDNESDAY MORNING at 9.30 am 
14th MAY 2003 – Watching out for Entries 
21st MAY 2003 – Watching out for the Opponents 
28th MAY 2003 – Managing the Trump Suit 
4th JUNE 2003 – Putting it all Together 
 
Cost of the 4 Week course $30.00 

 
From the President 14.04.2003 
 
Since the AGM and the Open Teams event, the 
club has been running steadily and smoothly, 
except for the delay in the promised parking 
upgrade. We now have a new date of 28.04.2003 
for the upgrade, and in the meantime complaints 
from members to the council have resulted in the 
worst of the potholes being filled in. Geoff Gulley 
and I have met with our local councillor Ann 
Bennison to explain the effect that the delay is 
having on the health of the club. In the same 
meeting, we checked some aspects of the club’s 
lease and also discussed future options for parking. 

Some other issues mentioned at the AGM are 
being resolved. The accounting policy issues will 
be clarified when we get a letter from the council 
about their policy on extension of leases, and we 
have had a first look at some of our costs in 
comparison with other clubs. We have found that 
some of our cost categories include much more 
than we originally thought, so some of the 
comparisons are a bit misleading at the moment. 
Our treasurer Warren Holmes is working to define 
what goes into each category. 
 
The Open Teams event was very successful from 
every point of view, with a team with Arana 
members coming 2nd outright and many others 
having at least good hard-luck stories. It was 
pleasing to see how well members playing in their 
first major competition went, and the bumper 
attendance of 34 tables guaranteed its financial 
success. As usual, the success was helped by an 
army of volunteers who organised the event, did 
the catering on the day, and produced a wonderful 
array of food to tempt the entrants. The event was 
directed very capably by Geoff Slack-Smith and 
ran very smoothly. 
 
Financially the club is going solidly, with a good 
start to the year now being affected by reduced 
attendances when the potholes get too bad. Last 
week the car park was crowded on Saturday 
afternoon, and attendance dropped for this week, 
when the car park was more than half empty. 
 
Our next congress, the first in the new format of a 
one-day teams event and a one-day pairs event, 
will be the next major task, and will be the first 
congress I have missed for some years. I will wish 
you all luck from a campsite somewhere in the 
Kimberley. 
 
Bob Dancer 
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Minutes of General Committee Meeting held on 
Tuesday 18 March 2003 

 
Arana Swiss Teams  
More helpers required in the catering/serving of the 
refreshments. Raffle raised $280.00.  
Treasurer advised that a profit of $800 – $900 is 
expected. Convener for future congresses was discussed. 
Helen is prepared to assist in future events but indicated 
that she would like to train other people interested in 
learning the organisation of these types of events. 
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Catering Sub-Committee for future events – Gay Hull , 
Anne Gulley. Bob to approach Janet Cook as a third 
member of this sub-committee. 

Gaming Grant 
An 8 week extension on finalisation of the grant has 
been obtained from the Gaming Grant Association. 
It has been agreed that the remaining money would be 
used to buy a computerised watering system. 

New Members 
The following names were presented and ratified as new 
members. 

Joyce Parker 
Peggy Enders 
Beverley Westcott  
Ann Pearce 

Treasurer Report 
As at 18/03/03 after allocation of money to sinking fund, 
the payment of membership dues to ABF and QBA, we 
have approximately $5,000 cash at hand. 

Cricket Club Update 
A legal opinion has been obtained. The State 
Government has entered into a "binding" contract with 
Arana Contract Bridge Club making it the "legal" owner 
of the building. 
The Cricket Club appears to be moderating its views on 
paying the outstanding clubroom hire fees to the bridge 
club and Bob is hopeful of a successful outcome in the 
near future. 

Library Books 
Helen to buy a Law Book for Directors, a copy of which 
is legally required to be available in the clubhouse. 
Helen to liaise with Lorraine Fredericks and Richard 
McLauchlan with regard to what books would be 
suitable to purchase for inclusion in the library. 

Directors’ Meeting 
A director roster list been drawn up. 
The Head Director is Bob Pearce. 

Resignations/ Non Renewal of Memberships 
At the beginning of the year, we had 253 financial 
members; 224 members have renewed their 
membership. Warren suggested a letter be sent to those 
who do not renew advising them that the car park has 
been completed and advising of the new playing days 
and times. 

Other General Business 
1. Bob to write to Council re allocation of funds for car 
park extension in next year’s budget. A small road is to 
be built from Kedron Brook Road to open space.  
2. Water leakage in roof is due to a design error by the 
architect. Gutters do not have enough capacity to carry 
heavy downpours of rain.  
Richard Mason to put in extra pipe to by-pass guttering. 
Neil Hamilton to follow up with Richard Mason.  
3. It was also agreed that directors should brief the 
members before the start of each session regarding the 
rules and regulations of play and behaviour. The re-
positioning/ re-seating of players may sometimes need 
to be made to make the movement more fair to all 
players.  

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, 29 April 2003. 
 

♠  ♥  ♦  ♣ 

 
LIBRARY LINES 
by Ilene Bishop 

Arana Bridge Club Librarian 
 
Although the origin of the name Lebensohl has 
been lost, it is a convention that solves the problem 
of what to bid when partner opens one notrump 
and right-hand opponent overcalls, according to 
Roy Andersen in The Lebensohl Convention in 
Complete Contract Bridge (L6). It can also be 
used in responses to takeout doubles of weak two-
bids and when partner reverses. One notrump in 
this book is 15-17 HCP, but the convention can 
also be used with a weak notrump. 
 
The book is divided into four parts each of which 
is sub-divided into chapters. Each part discusses 
the role of the Lebensohl convention in a specific 
bidding situation. To emphasise a point, there are 
boxed statements within the chapters. For 
example: 

“After an enemy overcall of partner’s one notrump 
opening, two notrump by responder forces opener 
to bid three clubs so that responder can clarify his 
hand.” 
 
“Basic Lebensohl allows responder two 
DIFFERENT ways to make the same bid, each 
with its own predetermined messages for opener. 

The mechanism varies, depending upon 
whether 

(a) the enemy overcall is natural or artificial,  

(b) the overcall shows one suit or two suits,  

(c) the overcall is at the two-level or the three-
level.”  

 
And, “The most important concept of the 
Lebensohl convention is that doubles of two-level 
overcalls are played as penalty doubles, while 
doubles of three-level overcalls are ‘negative’, 
showing high cards but not a trump stack.” 
 
This is not a volume for quick scanning, although 
it is well written. To get the most out of it, requires 
a concentrated effort, especially for those of us 
who are not expert players. 
 

♠  ♥  ♦  ♣ 
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BRIDGE HAND OF THE MONTH  
By Michael Lawrence 

 

Vul – E-W 

Deal – N 

 ♠ 5 4 3 2 
 ♥ 10 
 ♦ 9 7 6 4 3 2 
 ♣ 10 9 
♠ 9  ♠ K Q J 
♥ A K Q 8 3  ♥ J 6 4 2 
♦ K Q J  ♦ A 10 5 
♣ A K 4 3  ♣ 8 7 5 
 ♠ A 10 8 7 6 
 ♥ 9 7 5 
 ♦ 8 
 ♣ Q J 6 2 
 

 W N E S 
  P P 2♠ 
 Dbl 4♠ Dbl P 
 P P    

Opening Lead: K♥ 

Some tops in matchpointed pairs are deserved and some 
are gifts. Gifts do come with the caution that a gift is not 
yours until it is yours. Just because a gift is offered does 
not always mean that you will score it up unless you 
keep it. 
On this hand South opened a typical third seat weak 
two-bid at favourable vulnerability and West doubled. 
North raised to game and East doubled. 
The defence, as is often the case, was friendly. West led 
a high heart and switched to the two high clubs. Finally, 
West went to diamonds, leading the king. East was the 
only defender who noticed the stiff heart in dummy and 
he overtook the ♦K in order to lead the K♠. West 
followed with the nine. 
South took the A♠ and ruffed a heart. He went back to 
his hand with a diamond ruff in order to ruff another 
heart. South continued the crossruff by ruffing a 
diamond to his hand. At this point, South has two spades 
and two good clubs. If the two outstanding spades are 
divided, South can lead a trump and will only go down a 
miraculous two tricks. 
Should South do this? In a word, NO! By leading his high 
clubs, south will let the defenders take their high trumps 
one at a time. South does not mind at all going down three. 
Minus 500 on a hand when the opponents are cold for a 
vulnerable game and probably a slam is good bridge. There 
is no need to try for down 300. Down three is going to be a 
top. Tops come in one size only so trying for a better top is 
greedy and deserves the 1100 point penalty that will result 
when East draws trumps and claims. Do you agree with 
everything so far? 
The answer is that South had a way to find out if spades 
were 2-2 without cost. South can duck the first spade 
lead and win the second spade. Neat. 

℡     ℡     ℡     ℡     ℡     ℡     ℡ 

Important Phone Numbers – 
Clubhouse Phone Number (07) 3851 - 0299  
President – Bob Dancer – 3300-3414  
Vice-President – Gay Hull – 3300-2444  
Secretary – Geoff Gulley – 3851-3687  
Treasurer – Warren Holmes – 3300-6654  
Partner Contact – Carol Wilson – 3353-2297 

℡     ℡     ℡     ℡     ℡     ℡     ℡ 
 
Important Dates 

• 13 April – Sun – Redlands Novice Tearns  
• 20 April – Easter Sun – BBC pairs  
• 21 April – Easter Mon – BBC Teams  
• 22 April – Tue – Arana Red Points  
• 27 April – Sun – AnzacTeams – QCBC  
• 27 April – Sun – Gold Coast Novice Pairs  
• 9 May – Friday PM – GNOT Wk 1  
• 10 May – Sat – Surfers Swiss Teams  
• 16 May – Friday PM – GNOT Wk 2  
• 17-18 May – Sat Sun – Qld Mixed 

pairs – Toowong 
 

The Queensland Government provided $263,900 to the Arana 
Contract Bridge Club for the development of the Ferny Grove 
Sports and Recreation Centre to get more Queenslanders active 
through sport and recreation.  

 


